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LESSONS FROM THE POLIS 
THE MINNEAPOLIS MUSEUM OF ART
My thesis explores the labyrinthine experience of art and 
architecture through a study of the sinuous dialogue of 
politics, culture and life present in the ancient Greek Polis.
MINNEAPOLIS
The City of Minneapolis was first 
recognized in 1856 but it was not until 
1872 when the east side of the river 
(St. Anthony District) joined with the 
west (Minneapolis Downtown) and the 
city started to take on its present form.
The St. Anthony Falls were the largest 
falls on the Mississippi river and they 
provided hydro-electric power for the 
lumber and flour mills that used to line 
the rivers banks.
The name Minneapolis came from 
Minnesota’s first Schoolmaster who 
combined the Dakota Sioux word for 
river, mni- and the Greek word for city-
state, polis. 
The Polis Then & Now 
The Polis was used by the ancient 
Greeks to define a “body of citizens” who 
possess a set of shared ethics. For example 
the Athenians embodied the city of Athens 
rather than viewing the polis as a place that 
was merely occupied by the individual. 
“The prytaneion served 
several functions, to provide a place 
for meeting and communication, to 
house the eternal flame of Hestia 
symbolizing the life of the polis, and as 
a museum to provide a home for 
artifacts of historical or allegorical 
significance.” 
Alberto Perez-Gomez
Built Upon Love
“The museum function [of the prytaneion] was not truly archival…rather, the 
collection deliberately served as a trigger for discursive memory and became a 
source of shared understanding.”
Alberto Perez-Gomez
Built Upon Love
“Knowledge involved personal orientation in a specific cultural context including its metaphysical (mythical) and 
theological dimensions.”
Alberto Perez-Gomez
Architectural Representation and the Perspective Hinge
A SPACE OF PARTICIPATION
The labyrinth
The labyrinth is a metaphor of knowledge and 
its idea is manifested in every work of 
architecture and art. It was created by 
Daedalus as a way to conceal the Minotaur. It 
simultaneously orients and disorients.
THE RELEVANCE OF THE BEAUTIFUL
Hans Georg-Gadamer
“The symbolic in general and especially the symbolic in art, 
rests upon an intricate interplay of showing and concealing… 
[in creation of art] the thing now “stands” and thereby is 
“there” once and for all, ready to be encountered by anyone 
who meets it and to be perceived in its own quality”
Hans-Georg Gadamer
The Relevance of the Beautiful
MARCEL DUCHAMP
“The Bride Stripped Bare by Her Bachelors, Even” 
The Large Glass & The Green Box
The beauty of the work is not its stylistic or aesthetic 
qualities but rather its essence manifested in both written 
and visual form. It is a work that relies and compliments 
and rewards the interpretation of the individual rather than 
lend itself readily as an aesthetic object. 
“The work’s intentions are fulfilled only in 
time. The building is emphatically not an 
aesthetic object; it must be used. Formal 
and programmatic decisions were never 
dissociated. Formalistic or aesthetic criteria, 
therefore, simply cannot account for the 
richness of this work.”
!
“Architectural Representation and the Perspective 
Hinge” - Alberto Perez-Gomez
LE CORBUSIER La Tourette
Lyon, France
THE OPEN WORK
Umberto Eco
…“the advent of a new scientific awareness as 
the tactile is replaced by the virtual, hence 
subjective element comes to prevail and 
attention is shifted from the essence to the 
appearance.”
“As soon as the concept of art took 
on those features to which we have 
become accustomed and the work 
of art began to stand on its own, 
divorced from its original context of 
life, only then did art become 
simply “art” in the “museum without 
walls” of Malraux.”
Hans-Georg Gadamer
The relevance of the Beautiful
Andre Malraux’s Museum 
Without Walls - 1947 
THE PERSPECTIVE & 
OBJECTIVITY
“Aesthetics came into existence 
with the development of science 
[perspective] in the 18th century… 
Aesthetics thus becomes the 
science of things perceived, the 
science of the beautiful… the 
individual finally replaces the polis 
as the basis of evaluation”
Dalibor Vesely
On the Relevance of Phenomenology
The threat implicit in the notion of 
objectivity, according to Gadamer, 
is the abandonment of the 
possibility of learning from the 
object, it is reduced to simply 
knowing the object on its own 
terms.
Hans-Georg Gadamer
Truth and Method
“Man no longer believes that the meaning of existence 
depends upon his personal participation in public rituals. The 
city as polis seems to have lost its public realm, the very 
reason for its existence, and a universal global village, with 
living-rooms linked by televisions and word processors 
seems to have become the substitute. Is this our future?”
- Alberto Perez-Gomez
The Myth of Daedalus
THE RIVER MEANDER
The Primordial Labyrinth
BOOM ISLAND
On the Mississippi River
Downtown
St. Anthony Neighborhood
Boom Island Park
BOOM ISLAND
Minneapolis
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